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A court's decision as to its jurisdiction has the same effect and conclusiveness as its decision on any other matter within 
its jurisdiction. 


Once a court determines that it has subject matter and personal jurisdiction, challenges to its subsequent rulings and judgment are 
questions incident to the exercise of that jurisdiction rather than to the existence of jurisdiction, but the court's determination that 


it has jurisdiction does not empower the court to act beyond the scope of that jurisdiction. l A court's subject matter jurisdictional 
ruling may not be made prospectively only,” given the principle that a court may not consider the merits of a case as to which 


it lacks subject matter jurisdiction." 


A court's determination of its jurisdiction as a matter of law, andin the exercise ofthe court's jurisdiction and power to determine 
its own jurisdiction," may include findings of fact and conclusions of law with the same effect as the court's decision on any 
other matter within its jurisdiction, presenting mixed questions of fact and law for appellate review.’ Jurisdictional fact findings 


by the court are binding no less than findings by the jury® and are similarly subject to review.” However, a trial court's initial 
resolution of the factual issues relating to a factual challenge to its subject matter jurisdiction is not final and conclusive of the 


merits of the plaintiff's claim since that will be for jury to decide if the case goes to trial. 19 


A court's factual determinations on disputed matters concerning subject matter jurisdiction may constitute determinations of 


questions of law instead of fact finding. H 
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